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Climate Change, Agriculture and Food 
Security Program - CCAFS

• CCAFS brings together the some of the world's best researchers in 
agricultural, climate, environmental and social sciences to address 
the interactions, synergies and trade-offs in climate change and 
agriculture

• A strategic collaboration between CGIAR and Future Earth.
• It is led by the International Center for Tropical Agriculture (CIAT), 

and is a collaboration among all 15 CGIAR research centers. 
• It integrates climate change research across the CGIAR research 

system
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So where does CCAFS fit in with all this?

http://www.cgiar.org/
http://www.icsu.org/future-earth
http://www.ciat.cgiar.org/
http://www.cgiar.org/centers/index.html


CCAFS – Where we work
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CCAFS Regional nodes:  in Colombia, Senegal, Kenya, India and Vietnam



• Women are less able to adapt to 
climate change

• 79% of women in developing 
countries report agriculture as 
their primary economic activity

• Yet they have lower access to 
resources, land and inputs

• lower levels of access to 
information services than men

• Productivity gap: smaller and 
less profitable farms, in less 
profitable sectors

The gender gap in climate change
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Rural women play an increasing role in smallholder agriculture as males migrate to urban centres
They have less access than men to productive resources –> they produce less

Cost of gender gap
100 mn in Malawi
105 mn in Tanzania
 67 million in Uganda



• Women play a central role in 
agriculture, environmental and 
natural resource management 

• Local and indigenous knowledge
 Ecosystem
 Medicinal plants

• Innovation of new processes and 
products

• Engaging women in technology 
design and management 
decisions improves community 
outcomes 

The gender gap in climate change

J.L.Urrea, CCAFS 
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Fiji’s coral reef, women identified changes such as coral bleaching, the spawning period of certain fish species, algal blooms and the extent of the dry and rainy periods. 



Obinju Women’s Group, Kenya

Rice farming 
in Vietnam

L. Sebastian, CCAFS

Eco-stove 
development in 
Honduras



The gender challenge in global climate 
policy

• Climate change policy and negotiations have become more 
gender-inclusive over the years, but there is still a way to go:

• Climate change policies are not substantially taking into account 
gender differences, roles and capacities, particularly in relation to 
climate change sectors such as energy, transportation, 
agriculture, and management.

• Women’s participation in climate change related decision-making 
processes at national and global levels is low 
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Climate change policy and negotiations have become more gender-inclusive over the years, but there is still a way to go. 
Gender reviews of the UNFCCC process, by CCAFS, IUCN and others have found that:


Climate change policies are not substantiallly taking into account gender differences, roles and capacities, particularly in relation to climate change sectors such as energy, transportation, agriculture, and management.

Women’s participation in climate change related decision-making processes at national and global levels is low 




Gender in the UNFCCC

• 50 decisions of the UNFCCC support the recognition and 
integration of gender considerations 

• Promotion of women’s participation in decision-making in the 
Convention (2001)

• Women and Gender Constituency (WGC) (2009)
• Lima work program on gender (2014)
• Paris Agreement (2015): actions should take into account gender 

equality and women’s empowerment
 Also calls for gender-responsive actions in capacity building
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Climate change policy and negotiations have become more gender-inclusive over the years, but there is still a way to go. 
Gender reviews of the UNFCCC process, by CCAFS, IUCN and others have found that:


Climate change policies are not substantiallly taking into account gender differences, roles and capacities, particularly in relation to climate change sectors such as energy, transportation, agriculture, and management.

Women’s participation in climate change related decision-making processes at national and global levels is low 




The gender gap in the INDCs
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Gender references in CC sectors

Source: WISAT and UNDP, April 2016 update
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Gender references are confined mostly to impacts of climate change on women and women as “vulnerable populations”, with less emphasis on supporting women to actively address and participate in adaptation and mitigation actions. 
References to gender in areas where women play a substantial role – water, agriculture, environmental and natural resource management, energy, and health – are extremely low. Despite the high recognition of the importance of agriculture by almost all Parties only 15 mention the role of women in agriculture and food security, with very few references also made to women and gender in relation to envt mgmt (6), energy (10), and DRR (6). 




The gender challenge for  global 
climate policy



Gender in national climate policy

• Many INDCs identify gender as a cross-cutting policy priority or 
commit to mainstreaming gender into all climate change actions, 
strategies and policies

• Only 20 Parties make references to the integration of gender into 
national climate change policy and strategy. 

• Three countries make reference to Gender and Climate Change 
Action Plans: Jordan, Liberia, and Peru.
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Climate change policy and negotiations have become more gender-inclusive over the years, but there is still a way to go. 
Gender reviews of the UNFCCC process, by CCAFS, IUCN and others have found that:


Climate change policies are not substantiallly taking into account gender differences, roles and capacities, particularly in relation to climate change sectors such as energy, transportation, agriculture, and management.

Women’s participation in climate change related decision-making processes at national and global levels is low 




Moving forward: the global policy context

• Integrate gender equality, human rights, and recognition of 
women’s active role 

• Link to relevant global policies such as 
 Rio+20 
 Beijing Platform for Action 
 Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against 

Women (CEDAW)
 CSW55 on “Access and participation of women and girls in education, 

training and science and technology”
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Climate change policy and negotiations have become more gender-inclusive over the years, but there is still a way to go. 
Gender reviews of the UNFCCC process, by CCAFS, IUCN and others have found that:


Climate change policies are not substantiallly taking into account gender differences, roles and capacities, particularly in relation to climate change sectors such as energy, transportation, agriculture, and management.

Women’s participation in climate change related decision-making processes at national and global levels is low 




Global and national climate mechanisms

• Global Climate Fund, GEF, Clean Development Mechanism
• NEPAD Development Comprehensive Africa Agriculture 

Development Programme (NEPAD-CAADP)
• Nationally Appropriate Mitigation Actions (NAMAs), National 

Adaptation Plans of Action (NAPAs), REDD+, 
• Gender and CC Action Plans/Strategies
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REDD+ compensate developing countries for measurable, reportable and veri able reductions in emissions from speci c activities in the forest sector. 




Thank you
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