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Introduction

• Background: International Union of Pure and Applied Physics & the 
Institute of Physics 
• Economic Background
• Where are we now?
• What is the future and how do we highlight successful role models?
• Who will Mind the Gap and how do we fill it ?



Physics in the Irish Economy

Institute of Physics (2017) ‘The role of physics in supporting economic growth and national productivity in Ireland’ Centre for Economics and Business Research 
Retrieved from http://www.iopireland.org/publications/iopi/file_68804.pdf



Physics at Leaving Certificate

Higher Educational Authority Ireland (2016) National Review of Gender in Irish Higher Education Institutions. Retrieved from goo.gl/9xTnmg 



Undergraduate participation

Data collected by NUIG from the University sector (2016) 



Postgraduate numbers

Data collected by NUIG from the University sector (2016)



Research Grants

Irish Research Council personal communication



Girls and young women 

Accenture (2015). Continuing to Power economic growth: Attracting more young women into science and technology 2.0  Retrieved from goo.gl/GrPedS



Why study STEM?

Accenture (2015). Continuing to Power economic growth: Attracting more young women into science and technology 2.0  Retrieved from goo.gl/GrPedS





Academia and Role Models

Higher Educational Authority Ireland (2016) National Review of Gender in Irish Higher Education Institutions. Retrieved from goo.gl/9xTnmg
Accenture (2015). Continuing to Power economic growth: Attracting more young women into science and technology 2.0  Retrieved from goo.gl/GrPedS



Schools

Teaching Council of Ireland personal communication



Parents

Accenture (2015). Continuing to Power economic growth: Attracting more young women into science and technology 2.0  Retrieved from goo.gl/GrPedS



STEM in EDUCATION



It is very difficult to find female 
engineers

The Future….

Why would we engage with 
engineering, this is a girls 

school

We produce teachers and 
nurses here



Hopes for the future…

Project Juno



Thank you

Questions?


